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Background and Introduction 
On Tuesday 9 July 2013, President Jacob Zuma announced wide ranging changes to 
the National Executive (i.e. Cabinet) and the fourth in as many years during the term of 
the current administration since coming into in 2009 and with general elections on the 
horizon in 2014. 
 
Three altogether new appointments were announced, all of whom were generally highly 
regarded Members of Parliament recently within the ANC Parliamentary Caucus and 
with high levels of responsibilities of various parliamentary committees and in the 
caucus. They are: 

• Ms Connie September (Minister of Human Settlements) 
• Mr John Jeffrey (Deputy Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development) 
• Adv Michael Masutha (Deputy Minister of Science and Technology) 

 
Two ministers are shifted within the Cabinet, namely: 

• Mr. Ben Martins goes from Minister of Transport to Minister of Energy 
• Ms Dipouo Peters goes from Minister Energy to Minister of Transport 

 
Two previous Deputy Ministers are promoted to full Ministerial duty, namely: 

• Mr Yunus Carrim from Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs to Minister of Communications 

• Mr Lechesa Tsenoli from Deputy Minister of Rural Development and Land 
Reform to Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs. 

 
Two Ministers are removed from the Cabinet altogether, namely: 

• Mr Tokyo Sexwale, former Minister of Human Settlements and who found himself 
opposing President Jacob Zuma re-election for a second term as party President. 

• Ms Dina Pule who has consistently been hounded by allegations of corruption, 
ethical misconduct, poor administration and non-delivery in the Communications 
portfolio she headed and which has been dogged by controversy. 

 
New Ministers and Deputy Ministers 
  
Portfolio Appointee Incumbent 
Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs Mr Lechesa Tsenoli Mr Richard Baloyi 

Minister  of Human Settlements Ms Connie September Mr Tokyo Sexwale 

Minister of Communications Mr Yunus Carrim Dina Pule 

Minister of Energy Mr Ben Martins Dipuo Peters 

Minister of Transport Ms Dipuo Peters Ben Martins 

Deputy Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development Mr John Jeffery Mr Andries Nel 

Deputy Minister of Science and Technology Adv Michael Masutha Vacant 

Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs Mr. Andries Nel Mr Yunus Carrim 

Deputy Minister of Rural Development and Land Reform Ms Pamela Tshwete Mr Lechesa Tsenoli 

 

All new appointments were sworn in at a swearing in ceremony on 10 July 2013. 
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Political Analysis: Trends and Impact 
 
The reshuffle of the Cabinet by the President has been widely anticipated since the 
culmination of the ruling African National Congress 53rd National Conference in 
December 2012, in which President Jacob Zuma receiving resounding support for a 
second term as party President and state presidential nominee and where number of 
Cabinet members including some those removed from office during the most recent 
reshuffle opposed the President Jacob Zuma and his slate. 
 
Since then, there have consistently expectations and rumours from within party circle of 
an imminent reshuffle. Since being elected President in 2009, President Jacob Zuma 
has generally reshuffled his Cabinet during periods when he has been most emboldened 
politically. Never has he been as emboldened as he was post the ANC’s 53rd National 
Conference. However, it has been rumoured within party circles that the President has 
consistently reneged on requests by the National Working Committee of the ANC for the 
Cabinet to be reshuffled. 
 
One reason for the President’s lack of enthusiasm could be his desire to avoid a ‘lame 
duck’ scenario whereby agreeing to the NWC’s request for a Cabinet reshuffle he would 
be placing the choice of his post 2014 general election Cabinet in the hands of the NWC 
i.e. a Cabinet appointed for him as opposed to one appointed by him. 
 
Parliament as a conveyor built: importance of Parliamentary relations 
The Cabinet reshuffle continues with the trend of promotions to minister and deputy 
ministerial positions long-standing, experienced and well-performing Members of 
Parliament, reinforcing the notion and practice of Parliament as a ‘conveyor belt’ and 
feeder systems for the Cabinet. At a party political level, it reinforces the focus of political 
performance management by the ruling in Parliament through its Parliamentary Caucus 
and providing incentives and rewards thereto. This trend therefore continues to 
underscore the importance of building and maintaining strong and effective 
parliamentary relations, proximity and reputation management as part of broader political 
stakeholder management and the ability to navigate Parliament within the broader 
context of navigating the political and governmental environment. In this regard, it is 
particularly noteworthy that the Cabinet reshuffle follows hot on the heels of the recently 
changes to the ANC Parliamentary Caucus, which at the time prompted much 
speculation of an imminent Cabinet reshuffle to follow suit. 
 
Pre-elections maneuvering 
In announcing the Cabinet reshuffle, the President cited the sweeping changes within 
the context of Government’s efforts to continue to advance its agenda for addressing the 
fundamental transformation of society twenty into democracy.  
 
Whether or not the changes were effected under pressure being applied on the 
President by the ANC’s National Working Committee or entirely of his volition, does not 
detract from the fact that they effectively removed from the Cabinet a number of former 
Cabinet members who were effectively bring the ruling party and the Government’s 
reputation in broader society into disrepute as a result of their personal circumstance 
and misgiving and poor performance in their portfolios. Going into a highly contested 
election year, these would have been serious considerations for both the party and 
President to further bolster the image and performance of the party at the polls and to 
instill confidence among both party faithful and ordinary South African voters. 
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Political reactions 
Some opposition parties in Parliament say they welcome the sacking of Communications 
Minister Dina Pule.  
 
But, they accuse President Jacob Zuma of trying to consolidate his power ahead of next 
year's elections by firing Human Settlements Minister Tokyo Sexwale and Co-operative 
Government and Traditional Affairs Minister Richard Baloyi.  
 
Congress of the People (COPE) says the reshuffle was long overdue.  
 
The United Democratic Movement (UDM) says it believes that Presidenti Zuma looked 
at the performance of the affected ministers and decided that the country would be best 
served by others.  
 
Democratic Alliance (DA) Parliamentary leader Lindiwe Mazibuko says, "What is clear 
from President Zuma's reshuffle is that it was about consolidating power rather than 
holding ministers accountable for the performance. The only welcome move is the firing 
of Dina Pule and the appointment of John Jeffry who is well known for being an excellent 
MP from the Justice Committee. The removal of Toyko Sexwale and Richard Baloyi is 
just about consolidating power."  
 
The Inkhatha Freedom Party (IFP) has welcomed the cabinet reshuffle. The party's Chief 
Whip Koos van der Merwe says it is Zuma's tacit admission that his cabinet has not 
been functioning optimally.  
 
"The Cabinet reshuffle appears to be a combination of a purge and to replace cabinet 
ministers who are unable to perform their services. It is strange that Toyko Sexwale was 
left out because the only reason he could have been left out is because he was an 
opponent of Mr Zuma at the Mangaung conference." 
 
Speculation has been rife about what the implications and rationale of the reshuffle are 
within the context of the 2014 general elections. While electoral considerations would 
have played a role, especially in relation to political oversight of key departments 
affected by the reshuffle which were not performing to levels expected and who’s 
political principals have been embroiled in controversy, it would not have been the only 
factor. Some would even argue there were other areas of delivery where ministerial 
appointments required a review and shake-up, such as in Basic Education where there 
has been widespread opposition to Minister Angie Motshekga. 
 
Other factors would have included: 

• Considerations of the National Working Committee and National Deployment 
Committee’s of the African National Congress, including the impact of changes in 
the party’s Parliamentary Caucus; 

• Rewarding good performing Members of Parliament and ministers and assigning 
them new order responsibilities based on their track of performance in their 
previous portfolios; 

• Affording the new ministerial appointees the opportunity of assuming their new 
roles early the government fiscal year, rather than later on in order minimize the 
impact of the transitional period and to provide an early enough window for 
exercising their political direction over their new departments.  

 



	  Political Update: Changes to the National Executive of the Republic of South Africa, July 2013 ⎪Page 5 of 12	  

Profiling the new players 
	  
Mr. Lechesa Tsenoli 
Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs 
 

Hailing from Bloemfontein. Appointed Deputy Minister for Rural 
Development and Land Reform from 2011, after serving as a high profile 
member of the ANC Parliamentary Caucus since 1994. During this time 
her served Chairperson of Parliament’s National Assembly Portfolio 
Committees on Arts and Culture, Reconstruction and Development 
Program and Provincial and Local Government, as well being a member 
of the Portfolio Committee on Housing and the Ad Hoc Committee on 

Represented Political Parties, the Joint Rule Committee and the Standing Committee on 
Private Member Legislative Proposals. During this time her served on a number of 
Special Interministerial Committees on the transformation of the Independent 
Development Trust; removing obstacles to housing delivery; the White Paper on Local 
Government and as MEC for Local Government in the Free State Province. 
 
Mr. Tsenoli’s appointment to the Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs 
ministry can be seen as a vote of confidence in the abilities her demonstrated as Deputy 
Minister of Rural Development and Land Reform, in particular in relation to supporting 
the Minister of Rural Development and Land Reform in managing fall out over 
Government’s land reform and restitution initiatives. 
 
Mr. Tsenoli steps into a portfolio that has undergone frequent ministerial changes since 
2009 and which has been the achilles heal of Government in relation to basic service 
delivery to the poorest and most deprived citizens and service delivery protests. 
 
Academic qualifications include attending a programme of instruction for Lawyers at 
Harvard University; a Certification in Public Policy Management from the University of 
the Western Cape; a Certificate in Adult Education from the University of KwaZulu-Natal 
and Certificate in Planning for Community Leaders from the University of Witwatersrand. 
He was a member of the Institute for Local Government; National Housing Corporation 
and the Transitional National Development Trust. He has a long history of political 
activism having served as a member of the Joint Rent Action in 1983 and as a member 
of the Masibonesane Lamontville Youth Organisation in 1981. He was a founder 
member of SA National Civics Organisation (Sanco) having served as its President and 
a member Durban Civic Forum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	  Political Update: Changes to the National Executive of the Republic of South Africa, July 2013 ⎪Page 6 of 12	  

Ms Connie September 
Minister of Human Settlements 
 

A long standing ANC Member of Parliament since 1999, she has 
served on Parliament’s National Assembly’s Portfolio Committees on 
Trade and Industry, Public Enterprises and International Relations and 
Cooperation and served as Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on 
Water Affairs and Forestry. She served in the whippery of the ANC’s 
Parliamentary Caucus since 2004. Previous positions held include First 
Deputy President of trade union federation COSATU (Congress of 
South African Trade Unions, 1997 – 1999), COSATU Second Deputy 

President (1993 – 1997) and Southern African Clothing and Textile Workers Union (1991 
– 1999). She holds a Masters Degree in Economics from Warwich University, United 
Kingdom. 
 
While some analysts have questioned here appointment to Cabinet on the basis of her 
being a little known entity within Parliament and with no real support base within the 
ANC and the broader alliance, the opposite is in fact true. 
 
She has been one of the few MPs within the ANC Caucus who has been able to engage 
in policy dialogue and deliberation across the economic and social policy spectrum in a 
well-informed manner, in addition to commanding the respect and comfort of ANC Youth 
and Womens League, the trade union movement and South African Communist Party. 
Inside of Parliament, she has commanded respect across party political benches for her 
intelligence and insight and survived changes in multiple administrations and 
presidencies. She has also represented the South African Parliament in various 
international inter-parliamentary structures with authority contributing valuable 
international perspectives to Parliament’s domestic agenda. 
 
Her style has not been to be headline-grabbing and to shout from the pulpit. She instead 
engages in dialogue and debate at a divide level across the political divide and 
stakeholder spectrum.  
 
She is highly intelligence and has immersed herself in her own research and analysis in 
fulfilling her Parliament duties and responsibilities well beyond the level of support 
provided to MPs by parliamentary and party caucus support personnel and staffers. 
 
As such she has been far from an unknown entity within the ANC Parliamentary Caucus 
and broader set-up of Parliament. Her elevation from MP to a full Cabinet Ministerial 
post, rather than to deputy minister first, bears testimony to this. 
 
Her roots and constituency in the Western Cape could be seen as a deliberate attempt 
to bolster the representation of ANC Western Cape cadres in the national executive in 
the run-up to the 2014 general elections. Thus signalling that the ANC has far from given 
up on vying for power in the Province and is look to Cabinet deployments with their roots 
in the Western Cape to aide the party in selling the ANC Government’s performance and 
capability for future delivery to the electorate in the Province. 
 
It is therefore quite interesting that she is appointed to a portfolio which has seen some 
of the most vociforous protest from quarters within the Western Cape, including informal 
settlements and their associated lack of service delivery. 
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Mr Ben Martins 
Minister of Energy 
 

Mr. Martins’ previous promotion from the Deputy Minister of Public 
Enterprises to Minister of Transport certainly brought much 
experience into the Transport Ministry which has assumed a key role 
in Government’s infrastructure drive since then. Some analyst had 
erroneously viewed his appointment to Minister of Transport as a 
reward on the part of Zuma to the SACP. It is important to view his 
appointment at the within the context of the balance of Cabinet. Not 
only was it somewhat imbalanced for a senior leader within the 

alliance and lawmaker like Martins to serve as a Deputy to the youthful Gigaba, it was 
also somewhat of a waste to have had a person serve as Deputy Minister when his 
experience and capabilities suggested that he should be leading a department, 
especially when the current Minister of Public Enterprises was already strong as a 
Minister.  
 
Following his election to Parliament in 1994, Martins has held key positions for the ANC 
inside of Parliament as Chairperson of the National Assembly Portfolio Committees on 
Home Affairs and Trade and Industry. It was as Chairperson of the Trade and Industry 
Committee that Mr. Martins excelled considerably, having overseen the Committee’s 
finalisation of the Consumer Protection Act and various other key piece of trade and 
industrial policy and legislation. It was largely due to his performance in this position that 
he was appointed Deputy Minister of Public Enterprises when President Zuma reshuffled 
Cabinet at the end of 2010. Having developed a good understanding of trade issues, his 
experience as Trade and Industry Chair equipped him well for the competent fulfilment 
of his duties as Deputy Minister. He deputized Public Enterprises Minister, Malusi 
Gigaba until his appointment as Minister of Transport on 12 June 2012.  
 
Martins’ experience within the Parliamentary and Cabinet economic cluster will likely 
come to the fore in the context of the Department of Energy’s role as a key enabler and 
contributor to economic and sustainable development. 
 
Having entered the anti-apartheid movement as a member of the Black Consciousness 
Movement (BCM) of Steve Biko before joining the ANC in 1979, Martins has played a 
role of an intellectual ideologue from within the left of the ANC-led alliance and the South 
African Communist Party (SACP) in particular.  
 
He travelled to Botswana and Lesotho many times between 1979 and 1983; where he 
has to meet with Wally Serote, Tim Williams and others who were living in exile from 
1979 to 1983. And in 1978 he was charged and acquitted for producing banned Steve 
Biko T-shirt; and in 1979 he joined ANC and later became a member of Umkhnto we 
Sizwe (MK). Between 1983 and 1991 he was charged and imprisoned for eight years in 
Robben Island and Johanessburg. He was again arrested and kept in solitary 
confinement and tortured for seven months in 1983. Upon his release from the Island he 
was elected into the Central Committee of the SACP, a position he currently holds. 
Martins is also a members of the SACP’s Political Bureau – the highest decision making 
body in the party.  
 
In addition to being an accomplished poet and visual artist since the 1970s, Martins 
holds a Masters degree in Law from the University of Cape Town.    
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Mr Yunus Carrim 
Minister of Communications 
 

Mr Carrim can be considered a veteran within Government currently, yet 
it is widely viewed that he still has much more to offer, owing to the fact 
that up until now he has never held a full Cabinet Ministerial post until his 
recent elevation from Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs which he held since May 2009. 
 

Mr Carrim has served as a member of the Branch and Regional structures of the African 
National Congress (ANC); a member of the Branch Central Committee and Politburo of 
the South African Communist Party (SACP); a Chairperson of the Membership of 
Legislatures Adhoc Committee in 1997; a Chairperson of the Provincial and Local 
Government Portfolio Committee from March 1998 to June 2004; Chairperson of the 
Public Enterprises Portfolio Committee since June 2004 and as a member of the 
Reconstruction and Development Committee in Parliament. 
 
Mr Carrim was a Senior Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Natal. 
 
Ms Carrim Organised Anti-Apartheid Republic Day Festival demonstrations at Darlington 
College of Technology in 1971, and he also served as a Chairperson of National Youth 
Action in Pietermaritzburg between 1972 and 1973. 
 
He was detained without trial for organising demonstrations against Soweto Massacre at 
the University of Durban-Westville during the period August to December 1976. Mr 
Carrim was a member of the Executive Committee of Natal Indian Congress; a member 
of the Executive Council of the United Democratic Front in Pietermaritzburg; and a 
Secretary of the Pietermaritzburg Combined Ratepayers and Residents Association from 
1986 to 1990. 
 
He holds a Bachelor of Arts Honours and Masters in Sociology from the University of 
Warwick in England and an International Diploma in Journalism from Darlington College 
of Technology in England. 
 
His appointment to a full ministerial post can continues to result in the swelling of ranks 
in Cabinet by members of the South African Communist Party. At a time when relations 
between the ANC and the SACP appeared to be strained over contestation around the 
National Development Plan, Mr Yunus’s appointment can be viewed as an attempt to 
either neutralise the SACP as part of the collective within Cabinet and to appeal to 
traditional SACP base and loyalists in the run up to the 2014 general elections. 
 
That said, Mr Carrim inherits a portfolio fraught with problems as a result of the legacy of 
his precedessor. Mr Carrim’s ability to navigate these waters and reinstill public 
confidence and trust in the image and reputation of the Department of Communications 
will either render him a saviour or diminish his future political prospects post the 2014 
general elections. 
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Ms Dipuo Peters 
Minister of Transport 

 
Ms Peter’s redeployment from Minister of Energy to the Transport 
Ministry can be considered somewhat of a ‘demotion’, based on the 
fact that she has been viewed in quarters within the ANC, opposition 
political quarters and key energy industry stakeholders as having been 
less than effective in providing ministerial supervision and leadership 
for initiatives and interventions in the South African energy sector in 
support of broader national development. Cases in point include 

governance failures at state owned oil company PetroSA; delays in the promulgation of 
the bio fuels industry subsidy commencement date and criticism for lack of 
transformation in the liquid fuels industry. 
 
Ms Peters has her political roots in SASCO and the Galeshewe Youth Congress, an 
affiliate of the United Democratic Front (UDF). In 1987 Ms Peters worked as a volunteer 
regional organiser for the South African Domestic Worker's Union in the Northern Cape. 
She also a headed the Women's Department at the South African Youth Congress from 
1987 to 1990. She was a Woman Organiser of the National Executive Council (NEC) of 
South African Youth Congress SAYCO) from 1987 to 1990. Ms Peters joined the African 
National Congress Youth League as the secretary for Women Affairs in 1990 and she 
became a member of the Provincial National Youth Committee (PNYC) between 1990 
and 1991. 
 
She was also employed by NCCR a United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) structure that was responsible for the repatriation of political exiles and re-
integration of political prisoners after the unbanning of political organisations. Ms Peters 
has also worked as a social worker for the NCCR, her tasks included liaising with other 
organizations on behalf of the Committee in the Northern Cape. She was also 
administering grants for the disabled, aged and un-accompanied minors, here her 
responsibilities included, proposing and implementation of service plans for the 
individuals and groups of returnees during the period 1992 and 1994. 
 
Between 1994 and 1997, Ms Peters was a Member of Parliament in the National 
Assembly and was responsible for the Northern Cape and ANC membership/Caucus 
Register. During that she served as a member of the Portfolio Committees on Home 
Affairs, Public Works, Social Services and Health. She was a Provincial Deputy 
Chairperson of ANC from May to December 2003; a Deputy Chairperson in the Northern 
Cape, and later acting Provincial Chairperson in 2004, before becoming a Provincial 
Chairperson from December 2003 to December 2007. 
 
Ms Peters has served as a member of Provincial Executive of the ANC in the Northern 
Cape in 1996; and as Chief Whip in the Northern Cape Provincial Legislature from 1997 
to 1999. She has also served as Treasurer for the Northern Cape Province from 1997 to 
2003. She was a Provincial Deputy Chairperson of ANC from May to December 2003; a 
Deputy Chairperson of the ANC in the Northern Cape, and later acting Provincial 
Chairperson in 2004 before becoming a Provincial Chairperson of (ANC) from December 
2003 to December 2007. Ms Peters has also served as a member of Executive Council 
(MEC) for Health from 1999 to 2004 and as a Premier of the Northern Cape Province 
from 22 April 2004 to 10 May 2009 before her appointment as a minister of Energy. 
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Ms Peters holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Social Work from University of the North 
obtained in 1987; a Certificate in Development and Public Policy from the University of 
the Western Cape obtained in 1996; a Certificate in Executive Management from UCT 
Graduate School of Business obtained in 2002; and a Certificate in International Policy 
Management from Havana in Cuba obtained in 2002. 
 
Adv John Jeffrey  
Deputy Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development 

 
Adv Jeffery recently made news headlines for a comments he made during 
the parliamentary budget debate in June 2013, regarding Democratic 
Alliance parliamentary leader Lindiwe Mazibuko’s weight and physical 
appearance. The comments drew outrage from the opposition, social 
media and gender activists. Jeffery withdrew the statement and apologised 
to Mazibuko a week later, saying the statement wasn't meant to be sexist. 

 
Adv. Jeffrey has been a Member of Parliament since 1999 and Parliamentary Consellor 
to Deputy President Kgalema Motlanthe. He was the most senior ANC member in the 
National Assembly’s powerful Portfolio Committee on Justice and Constitutional 
Development, which is key to law-making in the country. 
 
Adv. Jeffrey’s has served on the National Assembly Rules Committee; Joint Rules 
Committee and Constitutional Review Committee. He was also a  member of the 
KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Legislature (1994-1999). He currently serves on the ANC 
National Executive Committee Legislative and Governance subcommittee and the ANC 
Political Committee in Parliament. He has also held positions on the ANC Regional 
Interim Committee (Natal Midlands); ANC Regional Executive Committee (Natal 
Midlands); Deputy Secretary (Natal Midlands Region) and the Provincial Executive 
Committee and Provincial Working Committee of the ANC in KZN province. 
 
Adv. Jeffrey’s holds a Bachelor of Arts, LLB and Postgraduate Diploma in Environmental 
Law from of University of Natal. 
 
Adv. Jeffrey’s has been one of the ANC’s toughest political debates in the National 
Assembly and owing to his legal background has strong grasp of legislative drafting and 
law-making, as well as having been well-versed in Parliamentary procedure. This, 
together with his experience in Parliament’s justice and constitutional development 
cluster suggests he is a suitable appointment for Deputy Minister of Justice and 
Constitutional Development. 
 
During the term of the current administration during which a number of contentious 
pieces of legislation have been processed in the governance, justice and constitutional 
cluster, Adv. Jeffrey’s has been at the forefront of Parliamentary proceedings on these 
and has been a staunch proponent  in defending Government’s legislatve program and 
priorities. As Parliamentary Counsellor to the Deputy President he has been central to 
the management and coordination of Government business in Parliamentary by virtue of 
the Deputy President’s role as the Leader of Government Business in Parliament. As 
interesting has his redeployment to the Executive, is who will fill the vacancy and void 
left in Parliament in the Office of the Leader of Government Business in Parliament. He 
vecifirously opposed the Democratic Alliance’s call to table a motion of no confidence in 
President Jacob Zuma, for which his loyalty may now be rewarded for. 
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Adv Michael Masutha 
Deputy Minister of Science and Technology 

 
Adv. Masutha has been a Member of Parliament since 1999, was the 
ANC House Whip and has chaired Parliament’s Auditor General 
Oversight Committee. He has served on the National Assembly 
Portfolio Committees on  Justice and Constitutional Development; 
Social Development; Rules Committee; Constitutional Review 
Committee; Subcommittee on Review of Rules and Rules 
Subcommittee on Delegated Legislation.  

 
He is described by member of the ANC Parliamentary Caucus as a legal brain in the 
ANC caucus who has also been providing legal support to the ANC whippery. Adv. 
Masutha would adopted as pet issues and policy interests during his time as a Member 
of Parliament the empowerment of the poor and their decreasing vulnerability to poverty 
and racial exploitation, especially consumer exploitation. 
 
Adv. Masutha is active in ANC branch-level politics and a Disabled People of SA 
Member. He has been a Member of the Northern Transvaal Association for the Blind; 
Organiser of Disabled Students at University of the North; Organiser for Disabled 
Students at Wits University (1989-1990); Lawyer for Human Rights (1991-1996); ANC 
Welfare Desk Adviser (1993-1994). 
 
Adv. Masutha holds a BJuris from University of the North (1998); LLB from the University 
of Witwatersrand (1990); and was admitted to practice as Advocate of the High Court of 
SA in 1995. He has published works on Disability Rights as well as Developing Justice 
Series (1993). 
 
Like Adv. Jeffrey’s, based on his capability and deep insight of and familiarity with 
Parliamentary and legislative processes, Adv. Masutha redepeloyment as a Deputy 
Minister leaves a significant void for the ANC Parliamentary Caucus to fill. 
 
 
Mr. Andries Nel  
Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs 

 
Mr. Nel was Deputy Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development 
from 11 May 2009 and has been a member of Parliament for the African 
National Congress (ANC) since 1994. Mr. Nel served as Whip of the 
National Assembly Portfolio Committee on Justice and House Whip 
from 2000 to 2002. Between 2006 and 2007 he served as Acting Chief 
Whip of the African National Congress (ANC) and as a Chairperson of 
House of the National Assembly between 2008 and 2009. 

 
He has served as Deputy Chief Whip of the ANC from 2002 to 2008, a member of 
Portfolio Committees on Justice and Constitutional Development, Correctional Services, 
Health, Home Affairs, Communications, and the Standing Committee on Public Accounts 
(SCOPA). He has also served in various Ad hoc committees as well as internal 
parliamentary committees such as the Rules, Joint Rules and Programme Committees, 
the Chief Whips' Forum and Parliamentary Oversight Authority. 
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Mr Nel has been involved in the National Union of South Africa Students, South African 
Student Press Union, Students for a Democratic Society, Students for Human Rights 
and the End Conscription Campaign. He was active in politics since high school in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. He has also served on the Constitutional Assembly Committee dealing 
with the judiciary and legal system and was a Co-ordinator of the Legal and Monitoring 
Team and ANC National Elections Team. 
 
Mr Nel was a member of the National Executive Committee of the ANC Youth League 
from 1996 to 2001; Co-ordinator of the Lawyers for Human Rights' Capital Punishment 
and Penal Reform Project from 1990 to 1994 and a member of ANC structures at branch 
and regional level in the Pretoria area. 
 
Mr Nel holds a Bachelor of Civil Law from the University of Pretoria. 
 
Ms. Pamela Tshwete 
Deputy Minister of Rural Development and Land Reform 

 
Ms. Tshwete is an ANC veteran and a widow of former sports minister 
Steve Tshwete. She was elected into the ANC’s national executive 
committee at the party’s 53rd national conference in December 2012. She 
has been a Member of Parliament since 2002 and has been the 
disciplinary whip of the ANC caucus since 2004. 
 

Ms. Tshwete has served on the National Assembly Portfolio Committee on Health as 
well as the Portfolio Committee on Public Service and Administration. Ms. Tshwete was 
the acting Chairperson for the Portfolio Committee Arts & Culture; Chairperson for the 
Ad hoc Committee on Filling of Vacancy on the Commission for Gender Equity; Whip for 
Portfolio Committee on the Monitoring on the Improvement of Quality of Life & Status of 
Women; the Women's Caucus.  
 
Currently she serves on the National Executive Committee and National Working 
Committee of the ANC Womens League and Eastern Cape Convener of the ANC 
Womens League. 
 
She holds a Nursing Diploma and Primary Healthcare Certificate. 
 
 


